Donald R. Nelson Behavior Research Award Application


I.  Complete the following information. Please type or print clearly.

Name:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Academic Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Student Status (check one): PhD _____ Masters _____ Undergraduate _____

Expected Degree Award Date:  ____________________________________

Phone Number:  ________________________________________________
Email Address:  ________________________________________________
Thesis/dissertation title:  _____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Academic Advisor:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Additional Reference:  ______________________________________________________________________________

II.  Include the following items with your application.
A. Proposed research plan. Include relevant background information, the scientific question(s) you will address, and research methods/analysis. Provide a timeline for your research. Also, state the significance of the proposed research to the study of elasmobranch behavior or sensory biology. Limit this section to a maximum of 1000 words. 

B. Research Budget. Provide a detailed outline of research expenses up to $US 1,000. Funds may be used only for research supplies or up to $500 travel to a research site (see above for more details). List other sources of research funding or support (current or pending) that may enhance your research. 

C. Curriculum Vitae. Include education history, scholastic performance, research experience, publications, presentations, etc. 

D. Two Letters of Recommendation. Include with your application at least two letters of recommendation from individuals who are familiar with your research project. One letter must come from your academic advisor. 

Submit this signed application form, the following Award Summary page, and Items A-D to: Stephen Kajiura, Chair, Nelson Research Award Committee, Dept. of Biological Sciences, Florida Atlantic University, 777 Glades Rd. Boca Raton, Florida 33431.  Applications for the Award must be completed in full and postmarked by 25 March. Late applications or those from students not in good membership standing with AES by 1 January will not be eligible. 

* * * * *

Confirmation and Agreement:

I am a student member of the American Elasmobranch Society in good standing and I am in at least my second year of AES membership.  I agree to the terms for the Nelson Award and to use the funds for research purposes.  I agree to present my research results at the annual AES meetings and to acknowledge the Donald R. Nelson Behavior Research Fund and AES in any research publications that result from this work.

Signature:  ____________________________________________________
Date:  ___________________________ 
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American Elasmobranch Society

2011 Award Summary

The AES Grant Fund Committee offers a number of awards for students in various stages of their studies and research. After the addition of the ElasMollet Research Award in 2010, the boundaries between the three major student research awards may at first seem unclear. Students interested in applying to any of these awards should read and understand the text below. 

Of the three major student research awards, the Donald R. Nelson Behavior Research Award is the most straightforward in scope: the award funds work on the behavior and sensory biology of chondrichthyan fishes. The ElasMollet and Student Research Awards, on the other hand, are broader and effectively the same in scope, funding any research centered on chondrichthyan fishes. A student may apply to more than one award at the same time, however they must submit separate applications for wholly different projects. For example, a student could apply for two awards to fund Chapters 1 and 2 of their dissertation, where each chapter focuses on a different aspect of a species’ biology. However, these two awards cannot be used to separately fund, say, travel and supplies for just one study (e.g. Chapter 1 of the dissertation); such “redundant applications” will be considered for only one of the two awards, the choice of which will be at the discretion of the Grant Fund Committee.  

Students may apply for all three major student research awards at the same time; however each award requires a separate application package. As part of your application packet, please include a short, one-paragraph statement in the space below or on a separate page (1) listing the AES research award(s) to which you are applying this year, (2) explaining briefly why your projects are suited to these awards and how your request differs for each award. The Grant Fund committee reserves the right to return redundant applications and/or those that are not suited for a particular award; the applicant will be contacted in these cases.

Students can receive each award only once per degree. As such, students are expected to apply with their highest-quality and best-organized work. More explicit descriptions of each award are included with each application. If, after reading the award documentation, you are unclear whether your project is suited to a certain fund, please email the Grant Fund Committee Chair.
To which AES award(s) are you applying this year?











Why is your project suited to this/these award(s) and, if you’re applying to multiple awards, how does your request differ for each award?
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